Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 6th February, 1978 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/B6 30th January, 1978
To: Members of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee.
(Messrs T.A.F. Barnes (Chairman);
T.A. Blackledge; F. Burgess; J.M. Croft;
B. Downs; ,E.P. Ecroyd; T.M. Farrer;. J.H. Fell; 
W.F. Hobson; R.D. Houghton; P.W. Jennings;
Wm. McKenna; R.A. Parkin; L.B. Williams;
Mrs. D. Wilson; G. Wilson; and the Chairman 
of the Authority (P.J. Liddell)f and the 
Vice Chairman of the Authority (J.A. Foster) 
(ex officio)).
Dear Sir/Madam
A meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will 
be held at 2.15 p.m. on MONDAY, 6TH FEBRUARY, 1978, in the BOARD 
ROOM at DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the follow­
ing business.
1. Apologies for Absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
A. South and West Cumberland - 9th January, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:-
19. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
(To be considered under Item No. 5 of the Agenda).
20. Water Resource Development, West Cumbria Industrial 
Supply Scheme.]
Yours faithfully
G.W. SHAW
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
2B. Eden and District - 10th January, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:- 
13. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
(To be considered under Item No.5 of the Agenda).
. 16. Salmon Fishing -.Close Season.]
C. South Lancashire - 11th January, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:-
13. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
(To be considered under Item No.5 of the Agenda).
16. Worthington Reservoirs - Future Development Policy 
for the Fishery with particular reference to Trout 
Fishing.
ti
18. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries 
Activities.]
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness - 16th January, 1978.
[Recommendations in the following Minutes:-
14. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
(To be considered under Item No. 5 of the Agenda)
16. River Leven Discussion Paper - Possible Reasons for 
the Apparent Depletion of Fish Stocks.
18. Skerton Fishery.]
E. Mersey and Weaver - 18th January, 1978.
[Recommendation in Minute No. 18:- 
Water Pollutions/Fish Mortalities]
4. Coarse Fish Representation on the South Lancashire Advisory 
Committee.
5. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
6. Terminated Angling Leases.
7. Prosecution of Offenders for Fishery Offences.
8. Worthington Reservoirs - Fishery Regulations.
9. Manchester Water Order 1966 - Fisheries Improvement Work 
1 on the River Leven.
10. Radioactive Discharges and Fishery Interests.
11. Any Other Business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The Menu for the day is 
enclosed and members attending for lunch are asked to 
indicate their choice of main course to the officer 
on duty near the Members' Retiring Room.
F 1/A8 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY, 1978
P r e s e n t :  W. F . H obson, E sq . (Chairm an)
F . B u n tin g , E sq . G. B. S edgew ick , E sq .
A. G le a d e n , E sq . R. J .  W. S la c k ,  E sq .
J .  M. Mawson, E sq . G. N. F . W in g a te , E sq .
S . G. P ay n e , E sq . E . Young, E sq .
15 . APOLOGIES TOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b sen ce  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s , Mr. E . H. F lem ing  Sm ith  and Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
1 6 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T hat th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e
Com m ittee h e ld  on 9 th  Novem ber, 1 9 7 7 , be  app roved
a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e  C hairm an .
1 7 . APPOINTMENT OF MR. T. A. F . BARNES AS CHAIRMAN 
OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Chairm an r e p o r te d  t h a t  Mr. T . A. F . B arn es  had been  a p p o in te d  
by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food t o  su c c e e d  
Mr., J .  R. S'. W atson a s  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  A u th o r i ty  w ith  
e f f e c t  from  1 s t  O c to b e r , 1977.
Mr. B a rn es  had s u b s e q u e n t ly  been  a p p o in te d  to  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee and had been e l e c t e d  C hairm an 
o f  t h a t  C om m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber, 1 9 7 7 .  He had th e re u p o n  become an 
e x - o f f i c i o  member o f  a l l  f iv e  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee s .
1 8 . WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA
The C om m ittee c o n s id e re d  a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t ,  p r e v io u s ly  s u b m itte d  
t o  t h e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee on 5 th  D ecem ber, 1977 (M inute 
No. 34) on th e  s u b je c t  o f  w a te r  r e s o u r c e  d eve lopm en t f o r  W est C um bria.
The r e p o r t  exam ined  th e  w a te r  s u p p ly ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  f i s h e r y ,  
e n v iro n m e n ta l  and o th e r  im p l ic a t i o n s  o f  two schem es f o r  th e  d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  th e  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  in  t h a t  a r e a ,  n am ely , th e  r a i s i n g  o f  th e  
w e ir  and a s s o c i a te d  w orks a t  E n n e rd a le  W ater a t  a  c o m p a ra tiv e  e s t i ­
m ated  c a p i t a l  c o s t  o f  £2.3M , and a  new a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  R iv er 
D erw ent s u p p o r te d  by a u g m e n ta tio n  r e l e a s e s  from  T h ir lm e re  a t  a com­
p a r a t i v e  e s t im a te d  c a p i t a l  c o s t  o f  E4.58M.
The P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee had recommended t h a t  th e  
A u th o r i ty  sh o u ld  p rom o te  th e  E n n e rd a le  schem e and th e  A u th o r i ty  
had ap p ro v ed  t h i s  recom m endation  a t  t h e i r  m ee tin g  on 1 9 th  D ecem ber, 
1977.
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In the resulting discussion it was explained that the recommend­
ation made by the Committee at the meeting held on 28th March, 1977 
(Minute No. 20) which included certain recommendations advanced in a 
report produced by Egremont and District Anglers' Association 
entitled "The Fisheries Aspects of North West Water Authority Schemes 
to Increase Water Abstraction in West Cumbria" had been accepted by 
the Authority and that the stage had now been reached for consul­
tations to be held between the Authority and all other interested 
parties likely to be affected by implementation of the Ennerdale 
Scheme.
Concern having been expressed that adequate safeguards must be 
taken to protect the fishery in the River Ehen which might be adversely 
affected by any implementation of the Ennerdale proposals, .the 
Committee:
RESOLVED:
(1) That the officers prepare a river management 
report for the River Ehen in relation to the proposal 
to implement the Ennerdale scheme, to have due regard 
to those recommendations embodied in the report of the 
Egremont and District Anglers' Association, for sub­
mission to an early meeting of interested parties, 
including riparian owners and representatives of 
Angling Associations;
(2) That the outcome of the meeting be reported back 
to the Committee.
19. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
It was reported that the final recommendations of the Regional 
Committee in relation to Fisheries Income and Expenditure (Minute 
No. 33, 2nd December, 1977) had been approved by the Policy and 
Resources Committee and confirmed by the Authority and that the 
formal statutory procedures for implementation of the proposals had 
been put in hand.
Details of the proposed licence duties for 1979 having been 
submitted, the Committee in noting the recommendations of the Regional 
Committee and the fact that the income to the Authority from the 
adoption of those recommendations was estimated at a figure of £284,000 
for 1979,
RECOMMENDED:
That: there be no further increase in fishing 
licence duties to produce income over and above 
the estimated income figure of £284,000 for 1979, 
until this figure becomes less than 25% of the 
Authority's total expenditure on fisheries.
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20. WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
WEST CUMBRIA INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY SCHEME
A report was submitted which detailed the scheme currently 
operated by the Authority whereby water abstracted from the River 
Derwent is supplied to several industrial concerns along the coast 
north of Workington. These arrangements are embodied in a formal 
agreement entered into by the former West Cumberland Water Board.
Water is abstracted from the river in accordance with the 
West Cumberland Water Board Order, 1966, and the relevant abstraction 
licence.
One of the parties to the agreement, (Thames Board Mills) had 
recently submitted an application for planning consent in connection 
with the public expansion of their factory at Workington and it was 
understood that if this development went ahead, the total demand 
on the industrial supply scheme was likely to reach the figure of 
9 mgd (41 Ml/d) envisaged in the agreement within a period of two 
to three years.
RECOMMENDED:
In view of the fact that the total demand 
on the West Cumbria Industrial Supply Scheme is 
likely to reach 9 mgd, within the next two to 
three years, discussion take place between 
officers of the Authority, and appropriate rep­
resentatives of the fishery interests on the River 
Derwent to ascertain their views on the proposed 
development, with particular reference to the 
point of abstraction.
21. RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND FISHERY INTERESTS
A report was submitted which dealt with the possible effects 
of radioactivity in the sea in the west coast regions on migratory 
fish and the monitoring procedures in relation thereto.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
22. ESKETT QUARRIES
The Committee received a report on the current position of the 
consultations between the Cumbria County Council and the Authority, 
on the County Council's proposal to acquire a section of the quarry 
for waste disposal.
23. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
P .1 /A .12 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMITTEE
10TH JANUARY 1978
P r e s e n t :  E. P . E c ro y d , E sq . (Chairm an)
A. E. I . ,  B e l l ,  E sq . A. C. F in d le y ,  E sq .
E; C ave, E sq . L. H eyw orth , E sq .
T. C o u s in s , E sq . B. I r v i n g ,  E sq .
10 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b sen ce  from  th e  m ee tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr, T . A. F . B a rn e s , Mr. E. H. F lem ing  S m ith , Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l ,
Mr. J .  S . M a rs h a l l ,  Mr. Wm. McKenna and Mr. R. K. N ic h o ls o n .
1 1 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 1 8 th  O c to b e r , 1977 , be 
ap p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an.
12 . APPOINTMENT OF MR. T. A. F . BARNES AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The C hairm an r e p o r te d  t h a t  M r. T . A. F . B arn es  had been  
a p p o in te d  by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food 
to  su c ce e d  Mr. J .  R. S . W atson a s  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  
A u th o r i ty  w ith  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  O c to b e r , 1977 .
Mr. B a rn es  had s u b s e q u e n t ly  been  a p p o in te d  t o  m em bership  
o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee and had been  e l e c te d  
C hairm an o f  t h a t  C om m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber, 1977 . He had t h e r e ­
upon become an ex o f f i c i o  member o f  a l l  f i v e  L o ca l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C o m m ittees .
13 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
I t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
C om m ittee in  r e l a t i o n  to  F i s h e r i e s  Income and E x p e n d itu re  (M inute 
No. 33 , 2nd D ecem ber, 1977) had been  ap p ro v ed  by th e  P o l ic y  and 
R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee and c o n firm e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  and t h a t  th e  
fo rm a l s t a t u t o r y  p ro c e d u re s  f o r  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  p r o p o s a ls  
had been p u t  in  hand .
The C om m ittee n o te d  th e  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
Com m ittee in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  p ro p o se d  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  f o r  1979 
and c o n s id e re d  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  an in c r e a s e  in  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
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The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  in fo rm ed  members t h a t  th e  S outh  
W est W ater A u th o r i ty  had r e c e n t l y  been  fa c e d  w ith  th e  same p rob lem  
and u n d e rto o k  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  C om m ittee t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e i r  
ap p ro a c h  to  th e  p ro b lem . /
I t  was f e l t  t h a t  l i c e n s e d  netsm en  sh o u ld  make a r e a s o n a b le  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  A u th o r i ty  in  l i c e n c e  rev e n u e  p o s s ib ly  based  
upon a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  lan d e d  c a tc h .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  make an 
in fo rm a l  a p p ro ach  to  th e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,
F i s h e r i e s  and Food, s e e k in g  t h e i r  v iew s on a scheme 
o f  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  th e  d u ty  b e in g  b a se d  upon a 
u n ifo rm  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  a n n u a l d e c la r e d  lan d e d  
c a tc h  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  n e t  u s e d .
14 . REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES STUDY
I t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  had d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  n e x t 
s ta g e  o f  th e  work r e l a t e d  t o  r e g io n a l  w a te r  r e s o u r c e  deve lopm en t 
sh o u ld  be e n g in e e r in g  and e n v iro n m e n ta l  s t u d i e s  on a s h o r t - l i s t  o f  
fo u r  p o s s ib l e  schem es, in  f u l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
and o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  b o d ie s .
I t  was e s s e n t i a l  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  s tu d y  f o r  th e  A u th o r i ty  to  
o b ta in  a d v ic e  on th e  f i s h e r y  im p l ic a t io n s  and a c c o r d in g ly  th e  
Com m ittee w ere i n v i t e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  an in fo rm a l  c o n s u l t a t i v e  g roup  
to  m eet o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  C hairm an be a u th o r i s e d  t o  i n v i t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  j o in  him t o  d i s c u s s  th e  f i s h e r i e s  
im p l ic a t i o n s  o f  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  schem es w ith  o f f i c e r s  
o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
1 5 . CASTLE CARROCK RESERVOIR
I t  was r e p o r te d  t h a t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o p en in g  C a s tlf r  C a rro c k  
r e s e r v o i r  f o r  p u b l ic  a n g lin g  w ere c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  e x p lo re d  by th e  
o f f i c e r s  who hoped t o  fo rm u la te  s u i t a b l e  recom m endations r e g a r d in g  
a n g lin g  a t  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .
The p ro b lem  o f  w a te r  t r e a tm e n t  a t  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  h a v in g  been  
r a i s e d ,  t h e  M anager o f  th e  R iv e rs  D iv is io n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  m ig h t 
be a d v a n ta g e o u s  f o r  members to  v iew  th e  w a te r  t r e a tm e n t  w orks a t  
b o th  C a s t l e  C a rro c k  R e s e rv o i r  and a t  C ote  H i l l  on th e  m orning  o f  
and p r i o r  t o  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g . I t  was a g re e d  t h a t  a rra n g e m e n ts  
sh o u ld  be made a c c o r d in g ly .
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16. SALMON FISHING - CLOSE SEASON
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that the Solway 
Haaf net Fisheries Association had submitted to him a resolution 
to the effect that in the interests of conservation and in view 
of the agreement by haaf netsmen, incorporated into the 
Authority's Fishery Byelaws, to extend their close season by 18 
days, the Authority should request the rod fishermen on the 
River Eden to extend their close season by a fortnight to commence 
on 1st October in each year.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained that it was 
generally accepted that fish which were available to netsmen in 
an estuary were not simultaneously available to rod fishermen 
upstream. When the present byelaws had been finally approved 
there had been no indication that the close season proposed for 
rod fishing for salmon on the River Eden was in any way unreas­
onable or unacceptable to either rodsmen or netsmen. The byelaws 
had been in force for only seven months and it seemed premature 
to consider any review unless extraordinary and pressing grounds 
existed for such action. The Association had not indicated that 
this was so in this case.
RECOMMENDED:
That the report be received, but in the
circumstances as explained by the Regional
Fisheries Officer no action be taken.
17. RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND FISHERY INTERESTS
A report was submitted which dealt with the possible effects 
on migratory fish of radioactivity in the sea in the west coast 
regions.
The Committee expressed their appreciation of the work done 
by the staffs of the Authority's Fisheries Department and of the 
Fisheries Radiobiological Laboratory, Lowestoft in mounting this 
project.
18. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Discussion took place on the following matters:-
(1) River Conditions and Fishing.
(2) Holmwrangle Hatchery.
In response to questions from members, the Area Fisheries 
Officer informed the Committee that the recent installation 
of the auxiliary stand-by pump at the hatchery now pro­
vided limited cover in the event of an emergency involving a 
break-down in the main pumping system. All practical steps 
to cover any such contingency had now been taken.
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(3) Stocking by Angling Associations, etc.
(4) Fish Disease.
(5) Survey Work.
(6) Consultation with Outside Interests.
(7) Collection of Fish for Hatcheries.
(8) Redd Counting.
(9) Transfer of Coarse Fish.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
F .1 /A 16 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH JANUARY, 1978
P r e s e n t ;  R. D„ H oughton , E sq . (Chairm an)
D r. R. B .B ro u g h to n  P r o f e s s o r  W. E . K ershaw  
J .  C le g g , E sq . R. H. W isem an, E sq .
9 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b sen c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s , Mr. T . A. B la c k le d g e , Mr. J .  J o h n s o n , and
Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
1 0 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED; - .
T ha t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f
th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 1 9 th  O c to b e r , 1977 , be
ap p ro v ed  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e
C hairm an .
1 1 . MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The C hairm an r e p o r te d  t h a t  Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s  had  been  
a p p o in te d  by th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food 
t o  su c c e e d  Mr. J .  R. S . W atson as  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  
A u th o r i ty  w ith  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  O c to b e r , 1977.
Mr. B a rn es  had s u b s e q u e n t ly  been  a p p o in te d  t o  m em bership  
o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee and had  been  e l e c t e d  
C hairm an o f  t h a t  C om m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber, 1977 . He had  t h e r e ­
upon become an ex  o f f i c i o  member o f  a l l  f i v e  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee s .
Mr. B a rn es  h a v in g  been  o r i g i n a l l y  n o m in a ted  a s  a  member o f  th e  
S ou th  L a n c a s h ire  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee by R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  
th e  C hairm an u n d e rto o k  t o  c a r r y  o u t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w ith  
t h a t  A s s o c ia t io n  w ith  a  v iew  t o  t h e i r  n o m in a tin g  a  re p la c e m e n t f o r  
Mr. B a rn e s , f o r  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
S in c e  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g , t h e  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  
had n o m in a ted  Mr. A. G. R. Brown o f  G o lbo rne  t o  f i l l  th e  v acan cy  
f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  c o a r s e  f i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  C om m ittee .
T h is  n o m in a tio n  w ould a l s o  be s u b m it te d  f o r  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
1 2 . LAND DRAINAGE REPRESENTATION ON THE COMMITTEE
The C hairm an welcom ed Mr. J .  C legg  t o  h i s  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee , he h a v in g  been  a p p o in te d  a s  s u c c e s s o r  to
Mr. R. F a r r in g to n  to  r e p r e s e n t  la n d  d ra in a g e  i n t e r e s t s  on th e  
C om m ittee .
- 2 -
13. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
It was reported that the final recommendations of the Regional 
Committee in relation to Fisheries Income and Expenditure (Minute 
No. 33, 2nd December, 1977) had been approved by the Policy and 
Resources Committee and confirmed by the Authority and that the 
formal statutory procedures for implementation of the proposals 'had 
been put in hand.
The Committee noted the recommendations of the Regional 
Committee in relation to the proposed licence duties for 1979 
and considered the question of an increase in net licence duties.
The Regional Fisheries Officer informed members that the 
South West Water Authority had recently been faced with the same 
problem and undertook at the request of the Committee to ascertain 
their approach to the problem.
It was felt that licensed netsmen should make a reasonable 
contribution to the Authority in licence revenue possibly based 
upon a percentage of the value of the landed catch.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Regional Fisheries Officer make an 
informal approach to the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, seeking their views on a 
scheme of net licence duties, the duty being based 
upon a uniform percentage of the annual declared 
landed catch in respect of the type of net used.
14. REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES STUDY
It was reported that the Authority had decided that the next 
stage of the work related to regional water resource development
- should be engineering and environmental studies on a short-list 
of four possible schemes, in full consultation with local 
authorities and other interested bodies.
It was essential as part of the study for the Authority to 
obtain advice on the fishery implications and accordingly the 
Committee were invited to establish an informal consultative 
group to meet officers of the Authority.
RESOLVED;
That the Chairman be authorised to invite 
representatives to join him to discuss the 
fisheries implications of the alternative schemes 
with officers of the Authority.
15. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS - FISHERY REGULATIONS
The Committee noted the recommendation made by the Water 
Management Committee on 28th November, 1977, that consideration 
be given to the relaxation of the current restrictions on ground 
baiting and loose feeding, after monitoring of the water had been 
carried out over a period of a year.
- 3 -
16. WORTHINGTON RESERVOIR - FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
POLICY FOR THE FISHERY WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO TROUT FISHING
The Committee considered a report (attached as an appendix) 
which set out the future options open to the Authority for angling 
on the Reservoirs with particular reference to trout fishing.
After full discussion the Committee
RECOMMENDED;
(1) That the recommendation contained in 
paragraph 7 (i) of the report be approved?
(2) That the fishery in Worthington Reservoir 
itself (the lowest of the three reservoirs) 
should continue to be managed in accordance 
with the existing regulations (as detailed in 
paragraph 3 (i) to (vi) of the report).
(3) That the requirement that anglers wishing 
to fish in Worthington Reservoir at any time 
must be in possession of a licence for non- 
migratory trout, (as detailed in paragraph 
3(iii) of the report) be reviewed before
31st December, 1978.
17. RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND FISHERY INTERESTS
A report was submitted on the current situation in relation 
to the possible effects of radioactivity in the sea in the west 
coast regions, on migratory fish and the monitoring procedures 
in relation thereto.
RESOLVED;
That the report be received and that the 
subject to kept under review.
18. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Discussion took place on the following matters:
(1) River Conditions and Fishing.
(2) Migratory Fish Movements.
(3) Langcliffe Hatchery.
(4) Fish Mortalities and/or Pollution Incidents.
(5) Fish Disease.
(6) Poaching.
(7) Pollution of Stock Beck.
- 4 -
RESOLVED;
That the report be received and approved.
RECOMMENDED;
That the Authority take all possible steps 
to prevent the further theft of fish from 
Langcliffe Hatchery.
19. FERAL MINK
Concern was expressed at the increase in the feral mink 
population within the area and the difficulty in obtaining traps 
to catch these pests.
This matter had been discussed previously by the Committee 
on 30th March, 1977 (Minute No. 26) and at that time the 
Committee were informed that the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food would lend traps in appropriate cases upon 
request. This they now appeared reluctant to do. It was sug­
gested that members experiencing difficulties of this nature 
might approach their MP's with a view to their expediting matters.
RESOLVED;
That the Regional Fisheries Officer 
ascertain the present attitude of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food regarding 
the provision of traps for catching feral mink.
APPENDIX
 WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS - 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT POLICY. FOR THE 
FISHERY WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE
t6 t r o u t f i s h i n g
When it was established that the Worthington Reservoirs could be 
developed for recreation it was recommended that the fishery should be 
developed as a course fishery. There were three reasons for this 
approach.
(i) The proven existence in the reservoirs of stocks of unknown 
size, of roach and perch.
(ii) The fact that the reservoirs are situated in an area where 
coarse anglers predominate, and where there is a considerable 
unsatisfied demand for extra water space to accommodate this 
type of fishing.
(iii) The fact that the reservoirs lie at a fairly low altitude (about 
60m above msl) and are thus better suited to coarse fish than 
those at greater altitude.
With the drawdown of Arley Reservoir during the summer of 1976 it was 
clear that many of the fish in this reservoir must have found their 
way into Worthington Reservoir (the bottom one) and for this reason the 
initial stocking with coarse fish which was carried out in late 1976 
and early 1977 was concentrated on Arley and the small separate Adling­
ton Reservoir at the top of the chain. Purely as a bonus for anglers, 
the Regional Fisheries Officer suggested that a few hundred trout might 
be introduced into Worthington Reservoir. The intention was that 
during the open season for trout fishing, anglers should be able to 
fish for trout in this reservoir by any legal method. During the 
coarse fish close season, when fishing for coarse fish would not be 
permitted on the reservoirs, it should be possible for those wishing to 
do so to fish for trout with fly only (in order to avoid taking coarse 
fish) in Worthington Reservoir, thus providing some measure of sport 
all the year round. It was appreciated that the establishment of a 
mixed game/coarse fishery of this kind would raise some problems of 
management and administration, but it was not considered that these 
would prove insuperable if sensible regulations were made to control 
the situation. In drafting these it was considered essential to 
ensure;
(i) That an angler should not be able to fish for and take trout 
while holding only a coarse fishing licence.
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(ii) That if, while fishing for coarse fish in Worthington Reservoir
he caught trout, he should be able legally to keep these if he 
wished, up to the prescribed bag limit.
(iii) That, in the interests of conserving trout stocks, they should, 
so far as possible be adequately protected during the close 
season, even though no spawning would be likely to take place in 
the reservoir. ,
3. With these aims in view, the regulations at present in force stipulate 
that:-
(i) Any trout caught between 1st October and 14th March inclusive 
must immediately be returned to the water, unless it is in a 
moribund state on being landed. (If the hook cannot readily be 
removed, the line must be cut off as close as possible to the 
hook, and the fish returned at once to the water.) If in a 
moribund state, it must be killed and handed to the Warden.
(ii) During the close season for coarse fish, between 15th March 
and 15th June inclusive, there shall be no fishing on the 
reservoirs, except on Worthington reservoir where fishing for 
trout with fly only shall be permitted.
(iii) Any angler wishing to fish in Worthington Reservoir at any time 
must be in possession of a licence for non-migratory trout.
(iv) A surcharge on the coarse fishing permit (to cover trout 
fishing) is payable by any angler wishing to fish in Worthington 
Reservoir.
(v) The bag limit shall be 1 brace of sizeable trout per day.
(vi) The number and size of any trout caught must be recorded and 
the record handed in at the Warden's hut on leaving.
4. Of these requirements, (iii) and (iv) appear to have raised the great­
est controversy, on the grounds that Worthington Reservoir is known to 
hold good stocks of coarse fish and that anglers want to fish for them 
who are not necessarily in the least interested in catching trout. 
(They are likely to do so, however, whether they want to or not.) 
These anglers contend that if they do not wish to fish for trout, they 
should not be obliged to take out a trout licence and pay a surcharge on 
their permit. The reverse view also has its supporters, who welcome 
the provision of trout fishing within easy reach of Wigan and who, in 
some cases, have made it clear that they would gladly pay several times 
the charge currently being made, if, as a result, they are able to fish 
for trout. As no natural spawning will take place in the reservoir, 
stocking with takeable fish will be necessary if trout stocks are to be 
maintained.
F .1 /A 20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
LUNE WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
16TH JANUARY,, 1978
P r e s e n t J .  M. C r o f t ,  E sq . (Chairm an)
W. B a i le y ,  E sq .
M ajor N. J .  C la rk so n  Webb 
J .  H. F e l l ,  E sq .
A. L. H a r r i s ,  E sq  
G. A. M a r t in ,  E sq  
G. W ilso n , E sq .
1 2 , APOLOGIES FOR' ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. T . A. F . B a rn e s , Mr. R. B a r r a t t ,  M r. R. A. C h a l le n o r ,
D r. J .  V. D y er, and Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
1 3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED! 
T h a t th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 2 4 th  O c to b e r , 1977 , be 
a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by
th e  C h a irm a n . '
1 4 . FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l 
Com m ittee in  r e l a t i o n  to  F i s h e r i e s  Incom e and E x p e n d itu re  (M inute  No. 
3 3 , 2nd D ecem ber, 1977) had been  a p p ro v ed  by th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rce s  
C om m ittee and c o n firm e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  and t h a t  th e  fo rm a l s t a t u t o r y  
p ro c e d u re s  f o r  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a ls  had been  p u t  in  h an d .
The C om m ittee n o te d  th e  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee 
in  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  p ro p o se d  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  f o r  1979 and c o n s id e r e d  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  in c r e a s in g  th e  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t f o r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  A u th o r i ty  d e f e r
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  re v ie w in g  th e  e x i s t i n g  n e t
l i c e n c e  d u t i e s .
1 5 . REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES STUDY
I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  had d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  n e x t  
s ta g e  o f  th e  work r e l a t e d  t o  r e g io n a l  w a te r  r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m e n t, 
sh o u ld  be e n g in e e r in g  and e n v iro n m e n ta l  s t u d i e s  on a  s h o r t - l i s t  o f  
fo u r  p o s s ib l e  sch em es, in  f u l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
and o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  b o d ie s .
I t  was e s s e n t i a l  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  s tu d y  f o r  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  
o b ta in  a d v ic e  on th e  f i s h e r y  im p l ic a t i o n s  and a c c o r d in g ly  th e  
C om m ittee w ere  i n v i t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an in fo rm a l  c o n s u l t a t i v e  g ro u p  
t o  m eet o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
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RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  Chairm an be a u th o r i s e d  t o  
i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  j o i n  him  t o  
d i s c u s s  th e  f i s h e r i e s  im p l ic a t i o n s  o f  
th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  schem es w ith  o f f i c e r s  
o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
1 6 . RIVER LEVEN DISCUSSION PAPER -  POSSIBLE REASONS 
FOR THE APPARENT DEPLETION OF FISH STOCKS
The C om m ittee c o n s id e re d  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  Sub-C om m ittee 
( a t ta c h e d  a s  A ppendix  I)  w hich m et on 2 5 th  Novem ber, 1 9 7 7 , t o  
c o n s id e r  th e  D is c u s s io n  P ap er s u b m it te d  t o  th e  O c to b e r m ee tin g  
o f  th e  C om m ittee , by Mr. J .  H. F e l l .
RECOMMENDED?
(1) In  r e l a t i o n  t o  M inu te  Mo. 3 -  
F is h  S to c k in g
( i )  T h a t th e  p o l ic y  o f  r e a r in g  p r e ­
p a r r  salm on o n to  s m o lt  s t a g e ,  in  
c a g e s  s i t e d  in  s e c u r e  s u i t a b l e  
w a te rs  w i th in  th e  Leven c a tc h m e n t 
a r e a  be a d o p te d  in  p r i n c i p l e  a s  a 
f i v e  y e a r  p r o je c t?
( i i )  T h a t a  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  be s u b m it te d  
t o  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  A d v iso ry  
Com m ittee w ith  th e  o b j e c t  o f  th e  
p r o j e c t  commencing in  Autumn 1978;
( i i i )  T h a t th e  recom m endation  in  M inu te
No. 3 (3 ) o f  th e  S ub-C om m ittee , t h a t  
a w o lf  t r a p  be s i t e d  on M i l l e r  Beck 
to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  sm o lt  p ro d u c t io n  o f  
t h a t  w a te rc o u r s e ,  be n o t  ap p ro v e d ;
( iv )  T h a t th e  o f f i c e r s  su b m it a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  on th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  f i s h  
s to c k in g  on th e  R iv e r  Leven t o  th e  
n e x t m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee .
(2) In  r e l a t i o n  t o  M inu te  No. 4 -  
A b s t r a c t io n  o f  W ater from  W inderm ere
T h a t th e  p o l i c y  o f  h o ld in g  th e  w a te r  
bank in  r e s e r v e  t o  m a in ta in  a s u r v i v a l  f lo w  
in  e x trem e  c o n d i t io n s  be c o n t in u e d .
(3) In  r e l a t i o n  t o  M inu te  No. 5 -  
S i l t i n g - u p  in  th e  T id a l  R eaches
T h a t th e  fo llo w in g  tw o RESOLUTIONS o f  
th e  Sub-C om m ittee m e e tin g  be a p p ro v ed :
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(i) That the Department of the
Environment be consulted to ensure 
that the design work on the By-pass 
construction had been undertaken in 
the knowledge of the possibility of 
tidal barrages being constructed 
on the estuary;
(ii) That Mr. R. Barratt, Mr. J, H.Fell,
Mr. J. Lightfoot and the Area 
Fisheries Officer meet on site to 
make a preliminary assessment of 
ainy benefits to be derived from the 
construction of groyne(s) on the 
Holker Estate Fishery, following 
which, unless the outcome of the 
preliminary meeting proves negative, 
a further meeting of all interested 
parties be convened.
In addition to the above, the Committee further
•RECOMMENDED i
(iii) That when the plans for the proposed 
Greenodd By-pass together with plans 
for any possible tidal barrages to 
be constructed in the Leven estuary 
become finalised, the Authority give 
consideration to obtaining an opinion, 
from a qualified hydraulics engineer 
upon the likely effects of silting 
in the estuary.
(4) In relation to Minute No. 6 - 
Absence of large floods
That in an attempt to achieve a cleansing 
and scouring of the river, the Authority con­
sider delaying the opening of the flood 
release gates at Newby Bridge Weir to enable 
a greater ultimate peak flow to build up 
downstream.
(5) In relation to Minute No. 7 - 
Pollution of the Estuary
(i) That the Lancashire and Western Sea 
Fisheries Committee be consulted to 
ascertain whether there have been 
any instances of a marked deteriora­
tion of water quality in identifiable 
areas of the estuary;
(ii) That the frequency of sampling in the 
estuary be ’stepped up’ during the 
smolt migration period.
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(6) In relation to Minute No. 8 - 
Merganser Population
That the Chairman of the Authority
be requested to seek permission from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food for a restricted number of 
mergansers to be taken for research 
purposes»
17, RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND FISHERY INTERESTS
A report was submitted which dealt with the possible effects 
of radioactivity in the sea in the west coast regions on migratory 
fish and the monitoring procedures in relation thereto.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
18. SKERTON FISHERY
The Committee considered a report (attached as Appendix II) 
concerning the construction of the new Skerton Weir.
Discussion took place on the proposals put forward by the 
officers in relation to possible alterations in management 
arrangements and in regulations governing fishing, to safeguard 
particularly migratory fish in the fishery.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That permits for fishing at the
Authority's Skerton Fishery be issued
subject to the following conditions:
(a) No person shall take or attempt
to take fish by any means in the  
area between the crest of Skerton 
Weir and the black and white 
 marker posts (to be erected) on 
the imaginary line between the 
points marked X on the sketch 
plan;
(b) No person shall take or attempt 
to take fish in the area between 
the black and white marker posts 
on the imaginary line between 
points X and the red and white 
marker posts (to be erected) on 
the imaginary line between points 
(X) on the sketch plan except by 
fly fishing with rod and line 
using a single hook and provided 
that no weight or weighted device 
shall be attached to or incorporated 
in the line, cast or hook and that 
the hook shall not exceed 1/0 gape.
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(2) That the Authority prepare and submit 
byelaws for 1(a) and 1(b) to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for confirmation:
(3) That the number of daily fishing permits 
for Skerton Fishery be increased as follows
Present Proposed
Salmon 6 8
Sea Trout 6 8
Coarse Fish 12 24
(4) That the permitted hours for fishing for 
salmon and sea trout be amended as follows:-
Present Proposed
Salmon 4 am-10 pm 5 am-10 pro
Sea Trout 8 pm- 4 am 8 pm- 3 am
19. INVESTIGATIONS FOR FUTURE WATER 
SUPPLIES TO SOUTH WEST CUMBRIA
The Committee considered a report, which had been sub­
mitted to and accepted by, the Policy and resources Committee 
at their meeting held on 5th December, 1977, concerning 
investigations for future water supplies to South West 
Cumbria.
The report described two schemes at present being 
investigated one of which concerned the further development 
of the existing Poaka Beck Reservoirs. In view of the 
fisheries implications, it was suggested that the Committee 
nominate appropriate representatives to take part in informal 
discussions on the scheme with officers of the Authority. 
Subsequently, the Committee would have an opportunity of 
making its formal comments.
RESOLVED;
That Mr. J. H. Fell be authorised to 
invite representatives to join him to 
discuss the fisheries implications of the 
Poaka Beck scheme with officers of the 
Authority.
20. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on 
fisheries activities within the area since the last meeting 
of the Committee.
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Concern was expressed as to the accuracy of the fish 
counters at the various monitoring stations, within the area. 
The Area Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that he was 
sure accurate readings were being given. It might be. that 
many of the fish sighted in rivers near counting stations 
were below 4 lb. in weight and consequently not registering 
when passing through the counters. He would however 
investigate the situation.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the report be received and approved;
(2) That a paper on the subject of fish counting 
be prepared for presentation to a future meeting 
of the Committee.
1
APPENDIX 1
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
RIVER LEVEN FISH STOCKS SUB-COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 
25TH NOVEMBER, 1977
Presents R. Barratt
Jo H. Fell
la APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED;
That Mr. j. H. Fell be appointed Chairman of the Sub-Committee.,
2. INTRODUCTION
The Chairman welcomed the opportunity to discuss the implications 
of the paper he had prepared on the apparent depletion of fish stocks 
in the River Leven along with the complementary observations submitted 
by the Regional Fisheries Officer, which the Sub-Committee proceeded 
to consider. The object was to determine the reasons for the deple­
tion and to report on possible remedial action to the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Fisheries Advisory Committee.
3. FISH STOCKING
In opening his paper Mr. Fell referred to the reduction in size 
and numbers of migratory fish running the river.
It was generally accepted that this trend was reflected through­
out Britain; however, earlier this year the river had changed its 
course upstream of Plumpton railway viaduct, scouring out the channel 
through the centre arch and draining off the pool which had existed 
for many years upstream of the viaduct, and it was possible that the 
elimination of the pool could have discouraged ascending fish from 
running through this stretch of the river.
The progress of ulcerative Dermal Necrosis (UDN), its possible 
effects and the progressively later runs of migratory fish were 
discussed, as was the spawning potential of the catchment.
It was agreed that there was no advantage to be gained in attemp­
ting to increase the smolt population by stocking unsuitable waters 
such as the Rothay and Brathay and similarly efforts to overstock 
productive waters such as Miller Beck should be discounted, particu­
larly in view of the scarcity and prohibitive price of ova.
The possibility of rearing smolts from the pre-parr stage, in 
cages were discussed.
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It was noted that a recommendation was to be submitted to the 
Water Management Committee on Monday next to continue the existing 
arrangement with Mr, D. H. While for a restriction on his abstraction 
from the river for power' generation at Haverthwaite during 1978.
RECOMMENDED;
(1) That the policy of rearing pre-parr salmon onto smolt stage, in 
cages sited in secure suitable waters within the Leven Catchment 
area be adopted in principle as a five year project.
(2) That a detailed report be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Lune, Wyre and Furness Fisheries Advisory Committee with the 
object to the project commencing in Autumn 1978.
(3) That a Wolf trap be sited on Miller Beck to establish the smolt 
production of that watercourse.
4. ABSTRACTION OF WATER FROM WINDERMERE
The pumping abstraction figures of the last five years were 
studied and it was noted that during 1976, when the annual abstraction 
was by far the greatest, (30,272.2 Ml) , the bulk of this total had 
been abstracted for supply during the exceptionally wet months from
 September to the end of the year, thereby giving Thirlmere and Hawes­
water every opportunity to refill from natural run-off as quickly as 
possible, an aim fully in line with the view expressed in the discus­
sion paper.
RECOMMENDED:
That the policy of holding the water bank in reserve to maintain 
a survival flow in extreme conditions be continued.
5. SILTING-UP IN THE TIDAL REACHES
The discussion paper outlined possible hazards resulting from 
silting-up in the tidal reaches, in particular the destruction of ova, 
the build-up of weed growth in slow moving water with the inevitable 
attraction to poachers of such a relatively small and static area.
The likely effects of the proposed Greenodd By Pass were discus­
sed as was the desirability of seeking expert advice on works for the 
benefit of the fisheries once the plans for the By Pass had been 
finalised.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Department of the Environment be consulted to ensure 
that the design work on the By pass construction had been under­
taken in the knowledge of the possibility of tidal barrages being 
constructed on the estuary.
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(2) That Mr. R. Barratt, Mr. J. H. Fell, Mr. J.; Lightfoot. and the 
Area Fisheries Officer meet on site one Saturday in the new year 
to make a preliminary assessment of any benefits, to -be derived 
from the construction of groyne(s) on the Holker Estate Fishery, 
following which, unless the outcome of the preliminary meeting 
proves negative, a further meeting of all interested parties be 
convened.
6. ABSENCE OF LARGE FLOODS 
The incidence of large floods sinced the construction of the 
impermeable weir and flood sluices at Newby Bridge was discussed. The 
following schedule was available;-
Floods in excess of 1,000 mgd
1972 4 days in December
1973 Nil
1974 7 days in December
1975 9 days January/February
1976 Nil
It was pointed out that comparative records for the Crake and 
Leven catchments demonstrated that the 1960's had been a wet period 
relative to the 1970's so far and that the frequency of large floods 
on the former river was closely correlated with that of similar floods 
on the Leven. This suggested that the situation was not substantially 
affected by the abstraction from Windermere.
RECOMMENDED;
That in an attempt to achieve a cleansing and scouring of the 
river, the Authority consider delaying the opening of the flood 
release gates at Newby Bridge Weir to enable a greater ultimate peak 
flow to build up downstream.
7. POLLUTION OF THE ESTUARY 
RECOMMENDED;
(1) That the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries Committee be 
consulted to ascertain whether there have been any instances of 
a marked deterioration of water quality in identifiable areas of 
the estuary.
(2) That the frequency of sampling in the estuary be 'stepped-up' 
during the smolt migration period.
8. MERGANSER POPULATION
It was agreed that the merganser population within the catchment 
appeared to have increased quite dramatically over recent years.
 RECOMMENDED:
That the Chairman of the Author ity be requested to seek permis­
sion from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for a 
restricted number of mergansers to be taken for research purposes.
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9. ESTUARIAL NETTING
The Regional and Area Fisheries Officers assured the Sub-Commit­
tee that maximum possible surveillance of netting operations in the 
estuary would continue.
10. GENERAL MATTERS
The following matters were discussed in general;
(1) Bailiffs5 conditions and equipment.
(2) Honorary Bailiffs.
(3) Dog Patrols.
(4) Licensing of Salmon dealers.
SKERTON FISHERY
1 . F o llo w in g  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  new S k e r to n  W eir and f i s h  p a s s ,  and th e  
rem oval o f  a l l  e x c e p t  one o f  th e  s h a r d s  w hich  fo rm e r ly  e x i s t e d  down­
s tre a m  o f  th e  o ld  w e i r ,  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  im m e d ia te ly  above 
th e  new w e i r ,  and f o r  some 200 y a rd s  dow nstream  o f  i t ,  h av e  been  
l a r g e l y  r e c o n s t r u c te d  -  c r e a t i n g  v i r t u a l l y  a  new f i s h e r y .
2 . In  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  ta k e n  i n  r e c e n t  m onths c o n s id e r a t io n  
h a s ,  been  g iv e n  t o  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  m anagem ent a rra n g e m e n ts  and in  th e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e rn in g  f i s h i n g  t o  s a f e g u a r d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  m ig ra to ry  
f i s h  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  f i s h e r y .  The fo l lo w in g  p r o p o s a ls  a r e  now p u t  
f o r w a r d  f o r  com m ent by th e  C o m m itte e  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  l o o k e d  a t  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  a t t a c h e d  a s  A ppendix  I I I .
(1) C o a rse  F is h in g
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w e ir  an d  f i s h  p a s s  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a 
c a p i t a l  "A" w ith  th e  p o in t  upstream - h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  m arked 
in c r e a s e  i n  th e  le n g th  o f  l e f t  b a n k , a d ja c e n t  t o  d e e p , impounded 
w a te r ,  u p s tre a m  o f  th e  w e ir .  T h is  w a te r  would be s u i t a b l e  f o r  
c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  ( l a r g e l y  d a c e )  a n d  t h e  t o t a l  nu m b er o f  s u c h  
p e r m i ts ,  (b o th  banks) a v a i l a b l e  d a i l y  i s  b e in g  in c r e a s e d  t o  24 . 
For th e  p u rp o se  o f  m atch f i s h i n g  up  t o  30 p eg s  c o u ld ,  in  f a c t ,  
b e  accom m odated, and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p e r m i t t in g  m atch es  a t  
w eekends i s  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d .
( i i )  M ig ra to ry  F is h
(a) I t  i s  c l e a r  from  o b s e r v a t io n ,  t h a t  when ru n s  o f  salm on 
and s e a - t r o u t  come up t o  th e  w e ir  on a  f lo o d  t i d e ,  some 
w i l l  t a k e  th e  p a s s ,  w h ile  many w i l l  a c c u m u la te  below  th e  
w e i r .  As th e  t i d e  e b b s ,  th e y  te n d  t o  d ro p  b ack  i n t o  th e  
p o o l on t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s id e  o f  th e  i s l a n d ,  w here th e y  ca n  be 
se e n  ly in g  f o r  an  ho u r o r  s o  a f t e r  th e  t i d e  h a s  r e c e d e d . 
Some o f  th e s e  f i s h  th e n  move up and ta k e  th e  p a s s ,  w h ile  
th e  re m a in d e r  d ro p  back  f u r t h e r  dow nstream . B o th  th e  p o o l 
by th e  i s l a n d ,  and th e  a r e a  below  th e  w e i r ,  a r e  m ain ly
 f a i r l y  s h a llo w  w ith  a good w ad eab le  b o tto m , and t h e r e  i s ,  
a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  an a r t i f i c i a l  " tro u g h "  (a s t i l l i n g  b a s in )  
ru n n in g  a lo n g  im m e d ia te ly  below  th e  w e ir  a p ro n , in  w hich 
w a te r  i s  p e rm a n e n tly  r e t a i n e d .
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(b) Altogether, the area immediately below the weir offers con­
siderable opportunities for "snatching" by anglers interes­
ted in so doing. Although the byelaws offer protection in 
September and October by prohibiting any fishing within 50m 
below all man-made weirs,' it is considered that in the case 
of Skerton Weir a prohibition on angling at all times is 
required in the interests of conservation of migratory fish 
(as is already the case at certain weirs in North Cumbria).
Further, the 50m rule would not be satisfactory in this
case, due to the variable width of the "no fishing" zone 
required, and a set of coloured marker posts is proposed, 
positioned as in the appended plan, to indicate a line 
between which the weir crest, fishing should not be permit­
ted (marked X on plan).
(c) As a further protection from "snatching" it is proposed 
that, between this line and a second line (to be indicated 
by differently coloured posts) running across the river 
roughly at right angles to it, and passing through the 
downstream tip of the island (Marked (X) on plan), fishing 
should be permitted only with unweighted artificial flies 
tied on a single hook. Downstream of this second line, all 
legal fishing methods would be permitted as at present.
(d) If these proposals are agreed, it will be necessary to 
introduce a byelaw to enable them to be strictly enforced 
and offenders to be dealt with in Court. The aim should be 
to get such a byelaw published and confirmed as soon as 
possible, and preferably in time for the Summer of 1978.
(e) The arrangements proposed are consistent, as mentioned 
above, with those already in force at certain other danger 
spots in the Region, and they are an attempt to counter in 
advance a problem which, it is considered, is likely to 
arise. They would not call for any reduction in the number 
of permits (6) currently issued for this fishery, but in 
view of the greatly improved quality of the fishery through 
the pool beside the island, some increase in the charges 
made may be considered.
r

F .1 /A 26  NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
18TH JANUARY 1978 .
P r e s e n t ;  P . W. J e n n in g s ,  E sq . (C hairm an) .
T. A. F . B a rn e s , E sq . F.. B urgess-, E sq .
J .  S . B a i le y ,  E sq . A. J o n e s ,  E sq .
. D r. A. G.. JKennedy Young..
1 1 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE \- -w
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e ,f ro m  th e  m e e t in g  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. F . E g e r to n , Mr.. .P., J .  L i d d e l l ,  Mr. R. Newton, and 
D r. M. Pugh Thomas.. .
1 2 . APPOINTMENT OF MR. T . A. F . BARNES AS.- .CHAIRMAN 
OF REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The C hairm an .in tro d u c e d  Mr . T.,. A... F . B a rn e s  t o  members .and 
welcomed him t o  t h i s  h i s  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  Com m ittee.
He in fo rm ed  members t h a t  Mr. B a rn e s  had been  a p p o in te d  by 
th e  M in i s t e r : o f  A g r ic u l tu re . ,  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  Food  t o  su c c e e d  
Mr. J .  R. S . W atson a s  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  on, t h e  A u th o r i ty  
w ith  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  O c to b e r , 1977 .
Mr.- B a rn e s  had s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e e n  a p p o in te d  t o  m em bersh ip   
o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee and had been  e l e c t e d  
C hairm an o f  t h a t  Com m ittee on 1 4 th  Novem ber, 1977 . He had  t h e r e ­
upon become an ex  o f f i c i o  member o f  a l l  f i v e  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee s .
Mr. B a rn es  re sp o n d e d  a p p r o p r i a t e ly  t o  Mr. J e n n in g s 6 welcome 
and rem inded  members t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h i s  n o r th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee p o s s e s s e d  e x e c u t iv e  pow ers; recom m endations 
made by th e  R e g io n a l Com m ittee on such  m a t te r s  a s  th e  m a in te n a n c e , 
im provem ent and d ev e lo p m en t o f  f i s h e r i e s  w ere com m unicated t o  th e  
W ater M anagement C om m ittee w h i l s t  recom m endations in  c o n n e c t io n  
w ith  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  and p e rm it  d u t i e s  w ere r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  P o l ic y  
and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee .
Members w ere a t  l i b e r t y  t o  su b m it i te m s  f o r  th e  Agenda o f  th e  
C om m ittee , b u t  t h e s e  s h o u ld  f i r s t  be d i s c u s s e d  w ith  th e  C hairm an 
who w ould d e c id e  a s  t o  t h e i r  m e r i t  f o r  i n c l u s io n ,  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  
a c t i o n .  ^
Mr. B a rn es  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e , th e  aim o f  th e  L o ca l 
C om m ittees a t  a l l  t im e s  t o  g u id e  th e  A u th o r i ty  in  a l l  m a t te r s  
c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  F i s h e r y  P o l ic y .
1 3 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED;
T h a t th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f
th e  C om m ittee , h e ld  on 2 6 th  O c to b e r , 1977„ be
ap p ro v ed  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o rd  and s ig n e d  by th e
C hairm an .
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14. DEATH OF MR. A. ROSS
The Chairman reported with deep regret the death of Mr. A. Ross, 
a member of the Committee since its .inception and of the National 
Federation of Anglers, North West Region.
The Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Ross’ service to fisheries, 
and members and officers stood in silence as a mark of respect.
Mr. Jennings undertook to contact the National Federation of 
Anglers, North West Region regarding a successor to Mr. Ross.
15. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
It was reported that the final recommendations of the 'Regional 
Committee in relation to Fisheries Income and Expenditure (Minute
No. 33, 2nd December, 1977) had- been approved by the Authority and' 
that the formal statutory procedures for implementation of the 
proposals had been put in hand.
The current licence duties in force throughout the region had 
been approved by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and' Food in 
October last and became effective on 1st January, 1978.
In response to questions the Manager of the Rivers Division 
informed the Committee that there were now an adequate number of ’ 
officially appointed fishing licence distributors within the Mersey 
and Weaver area.
16. RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND FISHERY INTERESTS
A report was submitted which dealt with the possible effects 
of radioactivity in the sea in the west coast regions on migratory 
fish and the monitoring procedures in relation thereto.
RESOLVED: 
That the report be received and approved.
17. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
He referred to the encouraging results already obtained in the 
operation of the Authority's pilot coarse fish hatchery and 
explained that the object of the pilot scheme presently being 
operated was to prove the economics and practicalities of producing 
coarse fish from eggs, in warm water.
Members were invited to visit the hatchery at the conclusion 
of the meeting to see the scheme in operation.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
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18. WATER POLLUTIONS/FISH MORTALITIES
It was requested that in future cases involving serious water 
pollution/fish mortality, members of Local Advisory Committees be 
informed as soon as practicable. In the past, occasions had arisen 
when members of the Committee had been unaware of such occurrences 
until long after the event, and had been at a disadvantage in 
dealing with queries from third parties.
RECOMMENDED;
That should the Regional Fisheries 
Officer or other officer authorised by him deem 
it advisable to notify any angling club or assoc­
iation of a major water pollution/fish mortality 
within the Authority area, the Chairman of the 
appropriate Local Advisory Committee be notified 
accordingly and that he at his discretion notify 
appropriate members of his Local Committee.
F1/B 4 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
6TH FEBRUARY, 1978
COARSE FISH REPRESENTATION ON THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1 ,  A t th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on 1 8 th  J u l y ,  1978 , (M inu te  No. 8 ( 3 ) ) ,  th e  Commit­
t e e  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  n o m in a tio n s  be s o u g h t f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  member t o  
r e p r e s e n t  c o a r s e  f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  on th e  S o u th  L a n c a s h i re  C om m ittee .
2 . Fo llo w in g  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  b e tw een  th e  e x i s t i n g  c o a r s e  f i s h  r e p r e s e n t ­
a t i v e s  on t h a t  C om m ittee and th e  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  th e  
A s s o c ia t io n  h av e  n o m in a te d  M r. A lf re d  G eorge R ic h a rd  Brown o f  D ale  
R oad, G o lb o rn e , t o  s e r v e  a s  th e  a d d i t i o n a l ,  c o a r s e  f i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .
3 The C om m ittee a r e  a c c o r d in g ly ,  i n v i t e d  t o  a p p ro v e  t h i s  n o m in a tio n .
F l /B l  NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 6TH FEBRUARY , 1978
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1 . The f i n a l  reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  C om m ittee in  r e l a t i o n  t o  f i s h e r i e s  
in co m e  an d  e x p e n d i t u r e  (M in u te  No. 3 3 , 2nd  D e c e m b e r , 1 9 7 7 ) w e re  
a p p ro v e d  by t h e  P o l i c y  an d  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m itte e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
c o n firm e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  a t  th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on 1 9 th  D ecem ber,
1977 .
2 .  Members w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  th e  December m e e tin g  i t  was recom mended 
t h a t  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  in c r e a s in g  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be d e f e r r e d  f o r  
f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  and c o n s e q u e n t ly  a l l  L o c a l A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 
w ere a sk e d  f o r  t h e i r  comments on  t h i s  m a t te r  a t  t h e i r  m e e tin g s  in
J a n u a r y ,
3 .  The reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  L o c a l C om m ittees a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  M in u te s , b u t  f o r  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  members a  summary o f  
t h e s e  reco m m en d a tio n s  i s  g iv e n  b e lo w :-
A. Recom m endation o f  S ou th  and W est C um berland C om m ittee
T h is  C om m ittee d id  n o t  comment on  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  n e t  l i c e n c e  
d u t i e s ,  b u t  recommended a s  f o l l o w s : -
" T h a t t h e r e  be no  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  t o  
p ro d u c e  incom e o v e r  and  above th e  e s t im a te d  incom e f ig u r e  o f  
£ 2 8 4 ,0 0 0  f o r  1 9 7 9 , u n t i l  t h i s  f ig u r e  becom es l e s s  th a n  25% o f  th e
A u t h o r i t y 's  t o t a l  e x p e n d i tu r e  on f i s h e r i e s . "
B. Recom m endation o f  Eden and D i s t r i c t  Com m ittee
“T h a t th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  make an in fo rm a l  a p p ro a c h  t o  
th e  M in i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food , s e e k in g  t h e i r  
v iew s  on a  schem e o f  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  t h e  d u ty  b e in g  b a se d  
upon a u n ifo rm  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  a n n u a l  d e c la r e d  la n d e d  c a tc h  i n  
r e s p e c t  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  n e t  u s e d . "
C. R ecom m endation o f  S ou th  L a n c a s h ire  C om m ittee
"T h a t th e  R e g io n a l  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  make an in fo rm a l  ap p ro a c h  t o  
th e  M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food s e e k in g  t h e i r  
v ie w s  on a  schem e o f  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s ,  t h e  d u ty  b e in g  b a se d  
upon a u n ifo rm  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  a n n u a l d e c la r e d  la n d e d  c a tc h  i n  
r e s p e c t  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  n e t  u s e d . "
D. Recom m endation o f  L une, Wyre and F u rn e ss  C om m ittee
" T h a t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t , t h e  A u t h o r i t y  d e f e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f
re v ie w in g  th e  e x i s t i n g  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s . "
E. The M ersey  and W eaver C om m ittee
No reco m m en d a tio n  was made by  th e  M ersey  and W eaver C om m ittee  who 
f e l t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  u n a b le  t o  comment u s e f u l l y  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  n o  
n e t s  b e in g  o p e r a te d  in  t h a t  a r e a .
In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  Eden & D i s t r i c t  and 
S o u th  L a n c a s h i r e  C om m ittees , th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  h a s  w r i t t e n  
t o  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food s e e k in g  t h e i r  v iew s 
on th e  reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th o s e  C o m m itte e s , b u t  t o  d a te  no  r e p l y  h as  
b een  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  M in i s t r y .  S h o u ld  f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  become 
a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  th e  d a te  o f  th e  m e e tin g  th e  C om m ittee  w i l l  be n o t i ­
f i e d  a c c o r d in g ly .
As th e  M in i s t r y  r e q u i r e  t o  know th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  t o  n e t  
l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  f o r  1979 b e f o r e  c o n s id e r in g  th e  p ro p o se d  r e v i s i o n s  f o r  
ro d  d u t i e s  f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a reco m m en d a tio n  o f  
w h a te v e r  n a t u r e ,  t o  be made a t  t h i s  m e e tin g . 
To f a c i l i t a t e  th e  A u t h o r i t y ’ s a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e  in  l i c e n c e  
d u t i e s ,  th e  C om m ittee  i s  a l s o  r e q u e s te d  t o  reco m m en d ,to  th e  P o l ic y  and 
R e s o u rc e s  C om m ittee
T h a t th e  D i r e c to r  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  be a u th o r i s e d ?
(a) t o  p u b l i s h  p r o p o s a l s  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  n e w sp a p e rs  a s  r e q u i r e d  by 
C la u se  3 o f  S c h e d u le  2 t o  th e  Salm on and F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  
A c t ,  1975 ; 
(b) t o  ta k e  a l l  su c h  s t e p s  a s  may be  n e c e s s a ry  in c lu d in g  r e p r e s t a t i o n  
a t  a P u b l ic  I n q u i r y ,  in  th e  e v e n t  o f  o b j e c t io n s  b e in g  r e c e iv e d  by 
th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and F ood .
F1/B5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
 6TH FEBRUARY, 1978 
TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES
1 . A t t h e i r  m e e tin g  on 2 3 rd  J a n u a r y , '  1978 , t h e  R e c r e a t io n  Sub-C om m ittee  
c o n s id e r e d  a r e p o r t  ( a t t a c h e d  a s  an ap p e n d ix )  c o n c e rn in g  te r m in a te d  
a n g l in g  l e a s e s .  
2 . The Sub-C om m ittee  f e l t  t h a t ,  b e fo r e  th e y  made any d e c i s i o n  i n  t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  t h e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee s h o u ld  be i n v i t e d  t o  
c o n s id e r  th e  p r o p o s a l s  in  th e  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  a d v ic e  in  t h i s  m a t t e r .
RS1/A13 APPENDIX
TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES
1. . The administrative policy regarding leases in Authority waters is
embodied in the Minutes of the Water Management Committee of 13th 
January, 1975:-
"That except for special cases, where the question 
of grant-aid might be involved, the policy of 
granting extensions of existing leases for angling 
on waters in the ownership of the Authority, 
for periods of 12 months only, be continued."
This procedure involves a report being made to the Sub-Committee in 
respect of any long term leases, where the twelve months' rule would 
be varied. This- accords with the resolution of the Water Management 
Committee of 2nd June, 1975, adopted by the Authority on 23rd June, 
1975s-
"That proposals for the renewal of long term 
angling leases be submitted to the Recreation 
Sub-Committee for their views prior to consider­
ation by the Water Management Committee.
2. There has been some dissatisfaction with the twelve month renewals by 
angling interests on the grounds that it impairs an effective stocking 
policy and investment. Longer leases m^y however impair prospects for 
reorganising the wider recreational use of Authority waters or preju­
dice the possible introduction of public (day permit) angling.
3. Many of the sites where leases have lapsed are currently under invest­
igation in planning studies being carried out jointly with local 
authorities and National Park authorities, or the officers are aware 
of likely local opinions regarding the use of waters as a result of 
the growing liaison with local authority officers, sports councils, 
etc.
4. The completion of the operational classification of reservoir treat­
ment plants now makes it possible to be more explicit regarding the 
management requirements for the protection of water quality at indi­
vidual sites. A great deal of further work is required to specify the 
detailed operational constraints for each reservoir (a Working Party 
has been set up in Head Office for the purpose) and to indicate what 
specific recreational uses are permissible; the relevant treatment 
plant classifications, are shown on the attached schedule of termi­
nated leases {Appendix A) for guidance. The Sub-Committee has recent­
ly considered the reports on treatment plant classifications and 
subsequently visited some typical sites in the Longdendale gathering 
grounds.
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I t  i s  c l e a r  from  th e  s u rv e y s  o f  a l l  th e  r e s e r v o i r s  c o m p le te d  t o  d a te  
t h a t  much f u r t h e r  work and d i s c u s s io n  w ith  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  b o d ie s  
w i l l  n e e d  t o  be u n d e r ta k e n  b e f o r e  f i r m  and a g re e d  p r o p o s a l s  ca n  be 
made r e g a r d in g  r e c r e a t i o n  on many A u th o r i ty  w a te r s .  T h is  in v o lv e s  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  dem and, and  th e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  such  f a c t o r s  a s  th e  imp­
rovem en t o f  t r e a tm e n t  w o rk s , t o i l e t  and c a r  p a rk  p r o v i s i o n s ,  a c c e s s  
im provem en ts and in  some c a s e s ,  w a rd e n in g . An a t t e m p t  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  
been  made t o  a s s e s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i s t  o f  te r m in a te d  l e a s e s  t o  a n t i c i ­
p a te  w hich  w a te r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be  in  demand f o r  o th e r  u s e s  o r  w hich  
may be b e t t e r  d e v e lo p e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  p u b l i c  a n g l in g .  T h is  
c o n s id e r a t i o n  h a s  been  g iv e n  in . th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  r e p o r t s  ap p ro v e d  by 
th e  S ub-C om m ittee  on 4 th  J u l y ,  1977 ( I t e m .10) p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a ra g r a p h s  
6 t o  10 .
S i t e s  m arked  "S" on th e  a t t a c h e d  s c h e d u le  (A ppendix  A) a r e  th e  s u b je c t  
o f  th e  program m e o f  j o i n t  p la n n in g  s t u d i e s  w i th  N a t io n a l  P a r k s ,  L o c a l 
A u t h o r i t i e s  and S p o r ts  C o u n c ils  w here m a in ly  in  th e  P e n n in e  D iv is io n  
d e t a i l e d  reco m m en d a tio n s  f o r  t h e i r  f u tu r e  u se  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  in  th e  
n e x t  tw e lv e  m o n th s . I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  have  b een  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w ith  
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f f i c e r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  l i k e l y  l o c a l  v iew s  a f f e c t i n g  
th e  f u t u r e  u se  o f  a l l  th e  s i t e s  l i s t e d .  From th e  in f o r m a t io n  a v a i l ­
a b le  th e  p r e l im in a r y  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  th e  fo l lo w in g  s i t e s  a r e  
l i k e l y  t o  be in v o lv e d  in  c o u n tr y  p a rk  o r  m anaged r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s  
w here p u b l i c  d ay  p e rm i t  a n g l in g  c o u ld  be a p a r t  o f  d i r e c t  m anagem ent 
e i t h e r  by th e  A u th o r i ty  o r  by l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  u n d e r  w arden  c o n t r o l :
E n n e rd a le  -  Lake D i s t r i c t ,  C o p e la n d .
P oaka  B eck , P e n n in g to n , H a rlo c k  -  S o u th  L a k e la n d .
U p p er an d  Low er B la c k  M oss an d  W h ite h o u g h  W a te r  -  F o r e s t  o f
Bow land AONB P e n d le ,L a n c a s h i r e .
H o d d le sd en  R e s e rv o i r  -  B la c k b u rn .
C a s t le s h a w  K i t c l i f f e  & Ogden -  SW P e n n in e s  (Oldham and R ochdale)
C a tch m en t S tu d y .
S t r i n e s d a l e  Upper and Lower -  M edlock V a l le y  L o c a l P la n  A re a .
Lower D u k in f ie ld  R e s e rv o i r  -  T am eside .
L am aload R e s e r v o i r  -  M a c c le s f ie ld .
W hatever m anagem ent a r ra n g e m e n ts  a r e  a d o p te d  in  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s  i t  
w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u rv e y  th e  f i s h e r i e s  in v o lv e d  in  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r ­
m ine t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  and m anagem ent ( n a t u r a l ,  p u t  and t a k e ,  e t c . ) a s  
w e l l  a s  t o  a s s e s s  th e  l i k e l y  number o f  r o d s  and f a c i l i t i e s  w h ich  
s h o u ld  be p r o v id e d  f o r .
The s c h e d u le  o f  t e r m in a te d  l e a s e s  a t t a c h e d  (A ppendix  A) h a s  been  g iv e n  
d e t a i l e d  c o n s id e r a t i o n  by th e  o f f i c e r s  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  t r e a tm e n t  
p l a n t  r a t i n g s  and th e  in fo rm a tio n , so  f a r  g a th e r e d  from  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  
o f f i c e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  a n g l i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s .  The s i t e s  h av e  been  c a te g o riz e d  on  th e  f o l lo w in g  b a s i s : -
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Category 1 - Reservoirs with a treatment plant rating of D or 
better where there seems to be no reason why angling rights should 
not be relet for club use for a period of seven years.
Category 2 - Reservoirs with a treatment rating of less, than 
rating D and/or where there should be a review of the operational 
position, consideration of small scale improvement works or 
termination of use and leasing.
Category 3 - Reservoirs where consultations have indicated 
serious local interest in the .setting up of public angling 
facilities under direct Authority Management or joint licensee 
arrangements with local authorities. Appendix A notes the 
recommendations which should be investigated indicating the 
officers (County-District-National Park) from whom comments have 
been received. These sites would be the subject of continuing 
formal consultations with the various interested parties. Full 
details on comments and information so far received will be 
available at the Sub-Committee meeting if required in any part­
icular cases.
It is recommended that action be authorised on the following basis:-
Category 1 - Negotiations be opened with a view to reletting the 
following sites by lease for a period of seven years offered in the 
first instance to the existing tenants, subject to the following 
provisions:- .
(i) inclusion of Authority byelaws;
(ii) provision of necessary toilet and other facilities, having 
regard to water treatment standards, numbers of anglers and 
local planning authority requirements regarding access and car 
parking, etc.; .
(iii) satisfactory arrangements regarding the catchment area from 
which lease clubs,, offer eligibility for membership and/or by 
which access to the water can be obtained through angling 
federation arrangements;
(iv) retention of the right for the Authority to introduce other 
water uses and recreational activities subject to a lease 
review taking account of consequential detriment to angling 
values;
(v) a ban on ground baiting at supply reservoirs;
(vi) a retention of the right to empty a reservoir;
(vii) a retention of the right to suspend angling and access should 
this become necessary in the public water supply interest;
(viii) provision of an agreed proportion or number of daily permits 
. being made available to the public and agreement regarding 
arrangements for their availability;
(ix) rental to reflect market value of the fishery:
4 -
Hayeswater 
Baystone Bank 
High Newton 1 & 
Walverden 
Clowbridge 
Buckley Wood
- Eden
- Copeland
- South Lakeland
- Pendle
- Burnley
- Rochdale
Category 2 - Leases not yet renewable (on longer than annual basis) 
because of operational considerations, including the need for repairs 
to the reservoir involving complete or substantial emptying.
Fisher Tarn 
Lupton 
New Line 
Trentabank 
Meadley 
Greenfold.
Little Seg 
Foulswater Lodge 
Besom Hill 
Grimsargh 
Lower Dukinfield
South Lakeland
South Lakeland
Rossendale
Macclesfield
Copeland
Rossendale
Oldham
Rochdale
Oldham
Preston
Tameside
*Note: The angling lease at Trentabank has already been termin­
ated and it has been agreed that there should .Jae negotiations 
with the Cheshire Conservation Trust with a view to licensing 
their use of the surrounding area as a nature reserve.
Category 3 - The following sites should be the subject of continuing 
formal consultations with interested parties and authorities regarding 
the setting up of public angling (and in certain cases other recrea­
tional facilities) under Authority and/or local authority management 
arrangements. Meanwhile as may be necessary or appropriate leases 
should be renewed for a further year pending the outcome of consult­
ations and decisions regarding management arrangements. Reservoirs 
are grouped where they might be managed as a unit.
Ennerdale
Harlock, Poaka Beck & 
Pennington 
River Kent (Kendal) 
Upper & Lower Blackmoss 
and Whitehough Water 
Hoddlesden 
Clough Bottom 
Castleshaw (Lower)
Strinesdale Upper & 
Lower with Brushes 
Clough 
Ogden Kitcliffe 
*Windy Harbour 
Lamaload
Copeland
South Lakeland 
South Lakeland
Pendle
Blackburn
Rossendale/Burnley
Oldham
Oldham 
Rochdale 
High Peak 
Macclesfield
*Note: This is a redundant supply reservoir that could be 
offered for outright disposal as it is no longer required for 
Authority operational purposes.
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Division Name Area(Acres)
Ops Rating 
" for 
Recreation
Activity
S:
part
of
Area
Study
Summary of Comments/ 
Recommendations.
DCO = District Council Officers 
CCO = County Council Officers 
NPO = National Park Officers
RIBBLE Upper Black Moss 
Lower Black Moss
13) 
18) ’
D
D
Game Angling Potential as a public fishery to 
be examined otherwise relet to 
Clubs (CCO).
Whitehough Water 
(part of a stream . 
at Barley)
Game Angling Open to public access arid free 
public angling along with the 
provision of further facilities 
to complement Lancashire CC 
adjacent car park/picnic area (CCO)
Walverden 8 Compensation Game Angling Access difficult, relet (CCO).
Hoddlesden 12 Compensation Game Angling DCO have offered to directly manage 
for a range of recreational activi­
ties.
Grimsargh • ( Relet 1 reservoir to club and allow 
DC to manage the other two for 
sailing (educational) and public 
fishing (DCO & CCO).
PENNINE Clowbridge 79 C Sailing
Angling
DCO.and CCO suggest angling be let 
to a body more representative of 
public.
Greenfold 14 • C Game Angling Relet (CCO)
New Line 3 E Coarse Angling Relet (CCO)
Clough Bottou 32 C Angling Survey of potential as public 
fishery needed, directly managed 
(CCO).
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Division Name Area(Acres)
Ops Rating 
- for 
Recreation
Activity
S:
part
of
Area
Study
Summary of Comments/ 
Recommendations.
DCO = District Council Officers 
CCO = County Council Officers 
NPO = National Park Officers
PENNINE 
(ContJ,..)
•
Strinesdaie - 
Upper
Strinesdaie - 
Lower
Little Sea 
Brushes Clough 
Besom Hill
12
16
0.,1
4
2
c a 
c
D '
C
Coarse )
)
■ ‘ )
Game )
* )
)
)
)
) ■ 
Mixed )
)
Game ^
)•
)
S
S ’
s
s
s
) CCO suggest public angling on 
5 Strinesdales either directly or 
) jointly managed.
) Recommendation that the feasi- 
) bility of managing all these 
) waters as a group'as a public 
)■ fishery be carried out, such 
) arrangement could include the 
) existing clubs in a marketing 
) arrangement |
Castleshaw Lower 26 C s ) Public Angling, managed together 
) with either Strinesdaie or Ogden 
groups.
Kitcliffe
Ogden
Fowl Water Lodge
12
31
1.4
B
B
Compensation
Game j 
Mixed )
Fish Storage
s
s
s
) Manage as public fishery together 
) with other nearby waters at presen 
) unfished arrangements as Strinesda 
) NB: Strinesdaie and Ogden groups 
) are under consideration in SW 
) Pennine Catchment Area Study. .
Lower Dukingield 6.1 Redundant Mixed Management of recreational use by 
District Council
Buckley Wood .5 Not Used for 
Supply
Mixed s Relet
Hursthead 1 ? > Game s Relet
1.L...  ' .....  : ..
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Division Name Area . (Acres)
Ops Rating 
' for 
Recreation
Activity
S:
part
of
Area
Study
Summary of Comments/ 
Recommendations.
DCO = District Council Officers 
CCO = County Council Officers 
NPO = National Park Officers
EASTERN Windy Harbour 
(Millowners)
5 Not required 
for ops. 
compensation
Game Relet, if DC show no interest.
SOUTHERN Lamalead 42 C Same Public Angling, directly managed, 
DCO/NPO recommend
Tentabank 23 F Game Manage as Nature Reserve
NORTHERN Hayeswater 40 D Game Angling . High mountain tarn, pedestrian 
access only, relet (DCO)
Fisher Tarn
Lupton Reservoir: 
(Tarn House) 
(Barkin)
31
11
■ F 
F
f
Game Angling 
Bird Watching
Game- Angling
) Need for publish fisheries in 
) this area, but the treatment of 
) water from these reservoirs is 
) inadequate to allow any recrea- 
) tional activity 
)
Ennerdale 740 F Mixed Angling 
Canoeing
S Warden to be appointed, therefore 
better management available — DCO 
suggest direct management
Meadley 11 Compensation Game Angling 
Boating
Offer from DCO to manage recreation; 
use
Baystone Bank 2 ! D
!
Game Angling Isolated access difficult, relet 
(NPO)
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Division Name Area(Acres)
Ops Rating 
* for 
Recreation
Activity
S:
part
of
Area
Study
Summary of Comments/ 
Recommendations.
DCO = District Council Officers 
CCO = County Council Officers 
NPO = National Park Officers
NORTHERN 
(Cont ...)
Harlock 
Poaka Beck 
Pennington 
High Newton 1 & 2
River Kent
34
30
22
9
3
B
B
B
C
C
Angling ) 
)
Angling ) 
)
%ngling )
Let to
One
Club
Game Angling
)Directly managed as a public 
)fishery with other recreational 
}us.e to be determined 
)
)
Possible addition to "town water" 
fishing rights as public angling.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
6TH FEBRUARY, 1978
PROSECUTION OF OFFENDERS FOR FISHERY OFFENCES
As r e q u e s te d  by  th e  C om m ittee , p o s s ib l e  ways o f  e x p e d i t in g  
p r o s e c u t io n  p ro c e d u re s  h av e  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
A d m in is t r a t io n  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith , th e  R iv e r s  D iv is io n  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
O f f i c e r .
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  showed t h a t  th e  m ain  r e a s o n  f o r  d e la y  
b e tw een  th e  a l l e g e d  o f f e n c e  an d  th e  o f f e n d e r  b e in g  b ro u g h t  t o  
C o u rt was th e  v a s t  i n c r e a s e  in  th e  num ber o f  o f f e n c e s  r e p o r t e d  
s in c e  1 9 7 4  and  c o n s e q u e n t ly  th e  p r o p o r t io n a t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a c t u a l  
p r o s e c u t io n s . A t a b l e  o f  c o m p a riso n s  i s  s e t  o u t  below
T o ta l  d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  o f  p r o s e c u t io n  p ro c e d u re s  t o  A rea O f f ic e s  
d id  n o t  seem  a  v i a b l e  p r o p o s i t i o n  a s  t h i s  w ould n e c e s s i t a t e  s t a f f  
i n c r e a s e s  an d  c a u se  a d d i t i o n a l  p ro b lem s w ith  accom m odation  an d  comm­
u n ic a t io n s *  N e v e r th e le s s  th e  tim e  f a c t o r  c o u ld  be re d u c e d  by  c e r t a i n  
r o u t i n e  s t e p s  i n  th e  p ro c e d u re s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  th e  A rea  O f f ic e s  
r a t h e r  th a n  a t  R iv e r s  D iv is io n  H e a d q u a r te r s .
The C o rp o ra te  M anagement Team h a v e  f u l l y  c o n s id e r e d  th e  outcom e 
o f  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  an d  hav e  a g re e d
i )  to  s t r e a m - l i n i n g  o f  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s te m , and  
i i )  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o f f e n c e s  i n t o  p r i o r i t y  c a t e g o r i e s
I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  new p ro c e d u r e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  
r e d u c t io n  o f  th e  tim e  l a g  b e tw een  an  a l l e g e d  o f f e n c e  a n d  p r o s e c u t io n  
and  th e  s u c c e s s  o r  o th e r w is e  o f  th e  new sy s te m  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  to  
t h e  C om m ittee  a f t e r  a  t r i a l  p e r io d  o f  12 m o n th s .
Y ear P r o s e c u t io n s Number o f  
O ffe n c e s  R e p o r te d
4 3 9             1974 / 75
1 9 7 5 /7 6
1 976 /77
1 9 7 7 /7 8 580
^30
293
33^
1079
501
643
( A p r i l  to  J a n u a r y )  ' 
19 7 7 /7 8
(Y ear end  p r o j e c t i o n ) 68k 1189
t o  e n s u re  t h a t  th e  m ost s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e s  a r e  d e a l t  w ith  
u r g e n t l y  and  th e  m in o r o f f e n c e s  a r e  d e a l t  w i th  a s  h e r e t o f o r e  
a t  th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  R iv e r s  D iv i s io n .
F1/A30 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
6TH FEBRUARY, 1978
1. Members will recall that at the meeting held on 14th November, 1977, 
(Minute No. 28) the Committee recommended that the Authority be asked 
to consider relaxing the restrictions presently imposed at Worthington 
Reservoirs in relation to ground-baiting and loose-feeding.
2. On 28th November, 1977, this recommendation was discussed by the Water 
Management Committee who in turn resolved:
"That consideration be given to the relaxation of 
the current restrictions, after monitoring of the 
water has been carried out over a period of a 
year."
3. This resolution of the Water Management Committee was reported to the 
South Lancashire Committee at the meeting held on 11th January, 1978.
WORTHING RESERVOIRS - 
FISHERY REGULATIONS
F1/ B3 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
6TH FEBRUARY, 1978
MANCHESTER WATER ORDER 1966 -  
FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT WORK ON 
THE RIVER LEVEN
1 . Members w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  th e  m e e tin g  on 1 4 th  N ovem ber, 1977 (M inu te  
No„ 26 D(2 ))  th e  C om m ittee recom mended t h a t  th e  e x i s t i n g  a g re e m e n t 
be tw een  th e  A u th o r i ty  and M r. D. W hile  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  c e s s a t i o n  o f  
a b s t r a c t i o n s  o f  w a te r  from  th e  R iv e r  Leven f o r  pow er g e n e r a t i o n ,  be  
r e  im p lem en ted  on  th e  e x i s t i n g  te rm s  f o r  1978 .
 2 . T h is  reco m m en d a tio n  was a p p ro v e d  by th e  W ater M anagem ent C om m ittee  a t  
th e  m e e tin g  h e ld  on  2 8 th  Novem ber, 1 9 7 7 .
F1/A29 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
6TH FEBRUARY, 1978
RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES AND 
FISHERY INTERESTS
At their meeting on 28th November, 1977 (Minute No. 42), the Water 
Management Committee resolved that the arrangements at present in 
operation for the Radio-biological Laboratory at Lowestoft to analyse 
sample fish from rivers in Lancashire and Cumbria be continued for a 
further period of two years.
